
The Voice of the Viking
Ventura Park Elementary

Wednesday, June 2, 2021

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Families,

The end of the school year is approaching! While this has 
been a very different and challenging school year, we will 
be marking the end of the year with some familiar 
traditions, like Kindergarten Graduation, a 5th Grade 
Celebration, and a virtual play day and year-end awards 
assembly. Please read the rest of this newsletter for more 
information!

The last day of school for students is Thursday, June 17. 
For this day, all classes and cohorts will meet virtually from 
9:00-11:30 a.m. There will be no school in the afternoon.

We will be collecting all chromebooks at the end of the 
school year. This will happen on June 17 and 18; details 
are still being finalized.

Have a great week, and enjoy the sunshine!

Warmly,

Holly Schauer, Principal

KINDERGARTEN GRADUATION

UPCOMING DATES
Wednesday, June 9 (new date)
 PTO Meeting, 6:00 (on Zoom)

Tuesday, June 15
 5th Grade Celebration

Wednesday, June 16
 Kindergarten Graduation

Thursday, June 17
Last Day of School/Early Dismissal
All cohorts online

QUICK LINKS
Our school website

Family Resource Binder

Lunch menus and bus stops

PTO Facebook page

Tech Support Resources

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We want to acknowledge that we gather as a community 
on the traditional land of the Clackamas and Cowlitz 
people past and present, and we honor with gratitude the 
land itself and the people who have stewarded it 
throughout the generations. As educators, we recognize 
the special role that we can serve in ensuring an equitable 
education for all of our students.

Land Acknowledgement-What & Why?

PTO NEWS
Our next meeting has been rescheduled for 
Wednesday, June 9. Join us at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom.

The current PTO President terms are coming to an end, 
and we are looking for new leadership! Please email us at 
venturaparkpto@gmail.com if you are interested in being 
involved in a new PTO leadership board. It's a great way to 
be more connected with the school and staff, and do 
something great for this wonderful community! 

LIBRARY CHECKOUT ENDING
This is the LAST WEEK for library check-out. Be sure to 
get all those books back in!

http://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/school-during-covid/family-technology-support/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/venturaparkpto
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/
http://www.livebinders.com/b/2687891
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84285780911?pwd=bHo4c3FCaU1lMW5FRGU4alVQSklvUT09
https://www.northwestern.edu/native-american-and-indigenous-peoples/about/Land%20Acknowledgement.html#:~:text=A%20Land%20Acknowledgement%20is%20a,Peoples%20and%20their%20traditional%20territories.


5TH GRADE CELEBRATION
How do we say goodbye 
to our fabulous 5th 
graders? Well, we throw 
you a parking lot party, of 
course!

Please consider rolling 
on thru the Ventura Park 
Parking Lot on Tuesday, 
June 15th from 3:15 to 3:45. 

You can ride your bike, scooter or skateboard, have a 
family member drive you, or walk (safely) through our bus 
lane. VP staff will be there to direct traffic, cheer you on 
and send you on your way with a little token of our 
appreciation for you.

**This is a “moving thru” celebration as folks will be 
encouraged to move on thru and not stay to hang out.

*Masks are still required for students and adults on 
campus. Thank you for adhering to these safety protocols.

EARLY KINDERGARTEN 
TRANSITION PROGRAM
Children will meet with classroom teacher, make new 
friends, and practice more kinder learning. This program is 
taught by David Douglas School District teachers. The 
class will have a teacher and an instructional assistant. 
Class sizes will be limited. Students will follow covid safety 
measures, including wearing masks and maintaining safe 
distances.

July 12 – August 5

Monday – Thursday

8:45-1:15

Transportation and lunch provided

Student’s must already be registered for kindergarten to 
participate in EKT.

EKT Online Registration

2021-22 School Year Registration

FREE MEALS INFO
During hybrid instruction:

Students who are attending in-person will NOT be 
eating meals at school. They will receive a bag with 
breakfast, lunch and dinner for TWO days as they leave 
the building at 11:30 a.m. Please be sure your child eats 
breakfast at home on days they have in-person learning!

NEW TIME:  Families with CDL students can pick up meals 
at Ventura Park from 8:00-8:30 a.m. on Monday-Thursday. 

All students will be able to pick up meals on Fridays at 
Ventura Park from  12:00-1:00 OR at the designated bus 
stop sites from 11:50-12:50. Please note that bus stop 
pickup sites are ONLY available on Fridays now.

For more information and for bus stop pickup sites, visit the 
school district Meal Service web page.

BIRTHDAYS

May 31-June 6 Student Birthdays
Student Name Grade Birth Date Teacher

Mason 2 June 1 Sherman

Apollo 5 June 2 Riley

Astrid 4 June 2 Dobson

Atticus K June 2 Inslee

Lauryn 3 June 2 Hooper

Matthew 4 June 3 Dobson

Iliya 3 June 3 Jensen

Sahara 1 June 4 Kelly

Lincoln 1 June 4 East

Staff Birthdays
Name Birth Date

Ms. Jennifer Colson June 6

Ms. Megan Larrabee June 8

Ms. Mimi Hay June 10

Dr. Cheri Dodge June 11

https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/meal-service/
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/parents/registration-enrollment/kindergarten-registration/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe3cY4mrI0Xslq1NS3J8RJBhe_Y8rmEorICkoGpJddyu9B5AQ/viewform


GARDEN UPDATE
Hello! It’s Julia Yost, your Garden Educator!

Happy spring! And happy end of a very different kind of 
school year! We want to say a HUGE thank you to families 
who supported virtual Garden School with us this year- 
helping your children to engage with our remote activities, 
encouraging them to get outside and connect with Nature, 
volunteering your time in the garden, and advocating for 
garden learning at Ventura Park. 

We hope to continue our partnership next year and I also 
want to let you know after such a complicated personal and 
professional year, I have decided to take a short break 
from education. I have loved working at Ventura Park and I 
cherish the time I have gotten to spend with your kids in 
the garden. I do hope to continue teaching the future. Even 
though I will not be your educator next year, it does mean 
you’ll have another amazing Grow Portland Educator! 

In the meantime, we’ll be reaching out to coordinate 
summer garden maintenance- our main contact for this is 
our Operations Manager, Jennie Marable: 
jmarable@growportland.org.  Please contact her if you 
have any initial questions about the garden site.

Thank you to those families who completed our survey in 
February for ideas on culturally specific crops for the 
garden- we will incorporate those suggestions into our 
summer planting this month.  And we are currently 
harvesting spring crops such as herbs and salad greens to 
share with families before the end of the year.

Our year-end virtual lessons are all about celebration, 
gratitude, and community and include an important land 
acknowledgement.  These lessons were sent to teachers 
the week of May 10.  You can check out those lessons and 
all of our lessons from this year on the Grow Portland 
YouTube Channel. 

While we have not been able to teach in-person lessons at 
Ventura Park , we are encouraging teachers to get outside 
with their classes on their own and utilize some of our 
simple, fun garden activities.

More activities and resources are always available on our 
website. 

Wishing you 
and your 
families a 
healthy, fun 
summer and 
hope to see 
you in the fall!

Warmly,

Julia Yost

¡Hola! ¡Soy Julia, su educadora del Jardín!

¡Feliz primavera y feliz final de año escolar! Queremos dar 
un ENORME gracias a las familias que apoyaron la 
escuela virtual con nosotros este año. También queremos 
agradecer a todos los que ayudaron a sus estudiantes a 
participar en nuestras actividades en linea, alentandolos a 
salir y conectarse con la naturaleza, ofreciendo su tiempo 
como voluntario en el jardín y abogando por el aprendizaje 
de jardín en Ventura Park.

Esperamos continuar nuestra relación de enseñanza el 
próximo año, y también quiero que sepan que tendrán un 
nuevo educador el próximo año. Después de un año 
personal y profesional tan complicado, he decidido hacer 
una pequeña pausa en la educación. Me encantó trabajar 
en Ventura Park y valoro el tiempo que he podido pasar 
con sus hijos en el jardín. Espero seguir enseñando en el 
futuro. Aunque no seré su educadora el próximo año, 
¡significa que tendrá otro educador increíble de Grow 
Portland!

Mientras tanto, quiero informarles que nos comunicaremos 
para coordinar el mantenimiento del jardín en el verano. 
Nuestro contacto principal para esto es nuestra Gerente de 
Operaciones, Jennie Marable: jmarable@growportland.org. 
Comuníquese con ella si tiene alguna pregunta inicial 
sobre el jardín.

Gracias a las familias que completaron nuestra encuesta 
en febrero sobre las ideas de cultivos culturales 
específicos para el jardín; incorporaremos esas 
sugerencias en nuestra siembra de verano este mes. 
Ahora estamos cosechando cultivos de primavera, como 
hierbas y verduras para ensaladas, para compartir con las 
familias antes de fin de año escolar.

Nuestras lecciones virtuales de fin de año escolar tienen 
que ver con la celebración, la gratitud y la comunidad e 
incluyen un importante reconocimiento a la tierra. Estas 
lecciones se enviaron a los maestros la semana del 10 de 
mayo. Puede consultar esas lecciones y todas nuestras 
lecciones de este año en el canal de Grow Portland 
YouTube Channel. 

Si no hemos podido enseñar lecciones en persona en 
Ventura Park, estamos animando a los maestros a salir 
con sus estudiantes por su cuenta y utilizar algunas de 
nuestras actividades sencillas y divertidas en el jardín.

Siempre hay más actividades y recursos disponibles en 
nuestro sitio web.

¡Les deseo a ustedes y a sus familias un verano saludable 
y divertido, y esperamos verlos en el otoño!

Calurosamente,

Julia Yost

https://www.growportland.org/lessons-educational-resources
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJFNgFknchGiXXQYLxh8vnw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJFNgFknchGiXXQYLxh8vnw
mailto:jmarable@growportland.org
https://www.growportland.org/lessons-educational-resources
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJFNgFknchGiXXQYLxh8vnw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJFNgFknchGiXXQYLxh8vnw
mailto:jmarable@growportland.org
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