
The Voice of the Viking
Ventura Park Elementary

Wednesday, May 26, 2021

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Families,

I'd like to share a garden update: Grow 
Portland shared with me that our 
amazing Garden Educator, Julia Yost, 
will be leaving Grow Portland this 
summer to be closer to her family. We 
love Julia and know she will be dearly 
missed- her energy, creativity, and 
interpersonal connections are 
irreplaceable. The Grow Portland leadership team is 
committed to hiring a new Educator who will be exceptional 
in their own way and will bring new and different 
contributions to our shared work! In the meantime, below is 
a note from Julia. Julia will be sharing a short farewell 
video in the next few weeks for you to pass on to students 
and we’ll also share the news in our upcoming school 
newsletter.  

Hi everyone! I’m truly so sad to be leaving Ventura Park! 
Although I only got to work with the VP community during 
this virtual year, I feel so privileged to have been welcomed 
into such a wonderful, close knit school community. In the 
fall I’ll be moving back to San Francisco for a small hiatus 
from teaching. While this year has been difficult for many, 
it’s been amazing to see the resilience and strength of the 
Ventura Park school community during unprecedented 
circumstances. Please feel free to say hi and connect even 
after I’m gone! I’ll still see you around school for the rest of 
the year :) - Julia

Enjoy the rest of this rainy spring week!

Warmly,

Holly Schauer, Principal

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We want to acknowledge that we gather as a community 
on the traditional land of the Clackamas and Cowlitz 
people past and present, and we honor with gratitude the 
land itself and the people who have stewarded it 
throughout the generations. As educators, we recognize 
the special role that we can serve in ensuring an equitable 
education for all of our students.

Land Acknowledgement-What & Why?

UPCOMING DATES
Thursday, May 27

Rainbow Day

Monday, May 31
 NO SCHOOL – Memorial Day Holiday

Wednesday, June 2
 PTO Meeting, 6:00 (on Zoom)

Tuesday, June 15
 5th Grade Celebration

Wednesday, June 16
 Kindergarten Graduation

Thursday, June 17
Last Day of School/Early Dismissal

QUICK LINKS
Our school website

Family Resource Binder

Lunch menus and bus stops

PTO Facebook page

Tech Support Resources

RAINBOW DAY
Thursday, May 27 is Rainbow Day (this month’s PBIS 
celebration day). Each grade level has been assigned a 
color to wear, and teachers will be taking class pictures, 
both online and in person. We will then combine the class 
pictures into a rainbow photo collage!

Rainbow Day Color Assignments:

Kindergarten- Purple

1st Grade- Blue

2nd Grade- Green

3rd Grade- Yellow

4th Grade- Orange

5th Grade- Red

Life skills classes: check with your teacher

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Kindergarten registration is open now! Please register by 
June 1 so that we can plan for next year. If you are not able 
to register online, please contact our office.

http://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/school-during-covid/family-technology-support/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/venturaparkpto
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/
http://www.livebinders.com/b/2687891
https://www.northwestern.edu/native-american-and-indigenous-peoples/about/Land%20Acknowledgement.html#:~:text=A%20Land%20Acknowledgement%20is%20a,Peoples%20and%20their%20traditional%20territories.
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/parents/registration-enrollment/register-your-child/online-registration/


FREE MEALS INFO
During hybrid instruction:

Students who are attending in-person will NOT be 
eating meals at school. They will receive a bag with 
breakfast, lunch and dinner for TWO days as they leave 
the building at 11:30 a.m. Please be sure your child eats 
breakfast at home on days they have in-person learning!

NEW TIME:  Families with CDL students can pick up meals 
at Ventura Park from 8:00-8:30 a.m. on Monday-Thursday. 

All students will be able to pick up meals on Fridays at 
Ventura Park from  12:00-1:00 OR at the designated bus 
stop sites from 11:50-12:50. Please note that bus stop 
pickup sites are ONLY available on Fridays now.

For more information and for bus stop pickup sites, visit the 
school district Meal Service web page.

ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH
May is Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month. Some of 
our DDSD staff have created weekly slide shows about 
Asian/Pacific American Heritage month: AAPI Slide Show. 
There will be a new slide show each week! This week’s 
theme is Activism and Cross-Cultural Solidarity

BIRTHDAYS

May 24-30 Student Birthdays
Student Name Grade Birth Date Teacher

Marcos 3 May 25 Hooper

Austin 2 May 26 Sherman

Staff Birthdays
Name Birth Date

Ms. Ruth Lofthus May 4

Ms. Sadie Faber May 18

Ms. Ashley East May 25

Ms. Rachel Howard May 27

READING ROCKS!
Our final Reading Rocks game board has been posted in 
each class’s Google Classroom (under Library)! This 
month is filled with  activities appreciating and celebrating 
Asian American Pacific Island cultures. Activities include 
virtual tours of Portland's Chinese and Japanese gardens, 
and a story read in Japanese by Ms. Kelly and her son. 

Complete as many activities as you can during the month 
of May to have your name entered in a final raffle for fun 
prizes!

If you have any questions you can email Ms. Tiegs at 
michelle_tiegs@ddsd40.org or Ms. Aist at 
hanna_aist@ddsd40.org or you can ask Ms. Aist during 
your library special.

PTO NEWS
Our next meeting will be Wednesday, June 2 at 6:00 p.m. 
on Zoom.

The current PTO President terms are coming to an end, 
and we are looking for new leadership! Please email us at 
venturaparkpto@gmail.com if you are interested in being 
involved in a new PTO leadership board. It's a great way to 
be more connected with the school and staff, and do 
something great for this wonderful community! 

LIBRARY CHECKOUT 
Students in cohorts A and B can request books and have 
them delivered to their classrooms. They should also return 
the books to the classroom when they are finished with 
them. Students in cohort C can request books and pick 
them up between 3-3:30 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday (no Fridays any more). They will 
use the same book cart system that we have been using 
for pickups and returns.

If you have any questions please feel free to email Ms. Aist 
at hanna_aist@ddsd40.org.

Library Book Request Form

Online Library Catalog

Instructions for how to log into library account and put a 
book on hold   

WALK AND ROLL TO SCHOOL
May is almost over, but you can still complete your Activity 
Bingo card! If you have a Bingo, make sure you put your 
first and last name and your teacher’s name on it, and then 
you can either return it to your teacher at school, OR you 
can take a picture of it and email or text it to Mrs. McDade 
(401-227-7337). Mrs. McDade will then have a PRIZE for 
everyone who turns in a bingo card, plus she will do a 
drawing for a few bigger prizes, like bike lights and a 
backpack. Bingo cards can be turned in any time through 
May 31.

https://www.loom.com/share/a14e87ffdfd54d0497c8d09defdb0ec4
https://www.loom.com/share/a14e87ffdfd54d0497c8d09defdb0ec4
mailto:kathleen_mcdade@ddsd40.org
https://ddlibrary.ddouglas.k12.or.us/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfe_ad030UCCr0K94cKkG8kiyQ2TNgtnKh9v5EBAs6NSroLPg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:hanna_aist@ddsd40.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84285780911?pwd=bHo4c3FCaU1lMW5FRGU4alVQSklvUT09
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/2021/05/aapi-heritage-month/
https://asianpacificheritage.gov/
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/meal-service/


EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
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