
The Voice of the Viking
Ventura Park Elementary

Wednesday, May 19, 2021

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Families,

Ventura Park is asking for your help!

It has been a year of obstacles 
and challenges unlike any we can 
remember. Covid-19 and all of its 
damage has disrupted so many 
lives, jobs, and communities. The 
inequalities of race and gender 
have weighed on all of our hearts. 
Even last summer’s forest fires 
affected us all.

For these reasons, and likely many others, we are finding 
that families are exhausted. And sadly, as a result, across 
our district, our attendance rates are now falling well below 
our usual high standard.

Research shows that the students with the highest 
attendance rates are the students who are the most likely 
to succeed in their professional lives after school. We are 
passionate about making sure that every David Douglas 
student is successful. We always want to push for the best 
attendance possible. And this is why we are asking for your 
help.

Here are a few things that you can do to ensure that your 
student’s attendance is the best that it can possibly be.

1. Know the schedule. Students should be logging in 
to school each and every day of the week. In 
person mornings still require afternoon virtual 
attendance. In person days still require virtual 
attendance on the other three days of the week. If 
you have questions, please call our office for 
clarification.

2. Have a Daily Schedule that will promote the best 
attendance. Healthy and consistent bedtimes and 
wake up times lead to healthy and consistent 
school attendance.

3. Be an attendance cheerleader. Speak to your 
student about what you expect. Let them know why 
their attendance is so important to you. Motivate 
and encourage your student to achieve the highest 
levels.

4. Knock out the obstacles. Work to overcome the 
challenges and obstacles that arise. If you are 
stuck or can’t solve a problem, we are here to help! 
Call us and let us partner with you.

Thanks in advance to all caregivers, students, and families. 
In David Douglas we are passionate about making sure 
that every student achieves all that they can achieve. 
Together we will learn, grow, and thrive!

Warmly,

Holly Schauer, Principal

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We want to acknowledge that we gather as a community 
on the traditional land of the Clackamas and Cowlitz 
people past and present, and we honor with gratitude the 
land itself and the people who have stewarded it 
throughout the generations. As educators, we recognize 
the special role that we can serve in ensuring an equitable 
education for all of our students.

Land Acknowledgement-What & Why?

UPCOMING DATES
Friday, May 21
 NO SCHOOL – Parent Communication Day

Thursday, May 27
Rainbow Day

Monday, May 31
 NO SCHOOL – Memorial Day Holiday

Wednesday, June 2
 PTO Meeting, 6:00 (on Zoom)

Tuesday, June 15
 5th Grade Celebration

Wednesday, June 16
 Kindergarten Graduation

Thursday, June 17
Last Day of School/Early Dismissal

QUICK LINKS
Our school website

Family Resource Binder

Lunch menus and bus stops

PTO Facebook page

Tech Support Resources

http://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/school-during-covid/family-technology-support/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/venturaparkpto
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/
http://www.livebinders.com/b/2687891
https://www.northwestern.edu/native-american-and-indigenous-peoples/about/Land%20Acknowledgement.html#:~:text=A%20Land%20Acknowledgement%20is%20a,Peoples%20and%20their%20traditional%20territories.


FREE MEALS INFO
During hybrid instruction:

Students who are attending in-person will NOT be 
eating meals at school. They will receive a bag with 
breakfast, lunch and dinner for TWO days as they leave 
the building at 11:30 a.m. Please be sure your child eats 
breakfast at home on days they have in-person learning!

NEW TIME:  Families with CDL students can pick up meals 
at Ventura Park from 8:00-8:30 a.m. on Monday-Thursday. 

All students will be able to pick up meals on Fridays at 
Ventura Park from  12:00-1:00 OR at the designated bus 
stop sites from 11:50-12:50. Please note that bus stop 
pickup sites are ONLY available on Fridays now.

For more information and for bus stop pickup sites, visit the 
school district Meal Service web page.

ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH
May is Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month. Some of 
our DDSD staff have created weekly slide shows about 
Asian/Pacific American Heritage month: AAPI Slide Show. 
There will be a new slide show each week! This week’s 
theme is Counter-Storytelling in AAPI History.

Does your family have Asian or Pacific Island heritage? 
Would you like to share a photograph or story about your 
culture? Contact Mrs. McDade at 
kathleen_mcdade@ddsd40.org.

BIRTHDAYS

May 17-23 Student Birthdays
Student Name Grade Birth Date Teacher

Arian 2 May 18 Sherman

Oden 1 May 18 Tran

Taqwa 4 May 19 Dobson

David 5 May 20 Stapleton

Finn S. 4 May 21

Staff Birthdays
Name Birth Date

Ms. Ruth Lofthus May 4

Ms. Sadie Faber May 18

Ms. Ashley East May 25

Ms. Rachel Howard May 27

READING ROCKS!
Our final Reading Rocks game board has been posted in 
each class’s Google Classroom (under Library)! This 
month is filled with  activities appreciating and celebrating 
Asian American Pacific Island cultures. Activities include 
virtual tours of Portland's Chinese and Japanese gardens, 
and a story read in Japanese by Ms. Kelly and her son. 

Complete as many activities as you can during the month 
of May to have your name entered in a final raffle for fun 
prizes!

If you have any questions you can email Ms. Tiegs at 
michelle_tiegs@ddsd40.org or Ms. Aist at 
hanna_aist@ddsd40.org or you can ask Ms. Aist during 
your library special.

PTO NEWS
Our next meeting will be Wednesday, June 2 at 6:00 p.m. 
on Zoom.

The current PTO President terms are coming to an end, 
and we are looking for new leadership! Please email us at 
venturaparkpto@gmail.com if you are interested in being 
involved in a new PTO leadership board. It's a great way to 
be more connected with the school and staff, and do 
something great for this wonderful community! 

LIBRARY CHECKOUT 
Students in cohorts A and B can request books and have 
them delivered to their classrooms. They should also return 
the books to the classroom when they are finished with 
them. Students in cohort C can request books and pick 
them up between 3-3:30 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday (no Fridays any more). They will 
use the same book cart system that we have been using 
for pickups and returns.

Requesting books will still work the same way – just use 
the book request form below or place a hold through the 
library catalog.

We also have an ebook system now! Check out Sora. Just 
have your student use their school username and 
password to sign in.

If you have any questions please feel free to email Ms. Aist 
at hanna_aist@ddsd40.org.

Library Book Request Form

Online Library Catalog

Instructions for how to log into library account and put a 
book on hold   

https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/2021/05/aapi-heritage-month/
https://ddlibrary.ddouglas.k12.or.us/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfe_ad030UCCr0K94cKkG8kiyQ2TNgtnKh9v5EBAs6NSroLPg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:hanna_aist@ddsd40.org
https://soraapp.com/library/ddsdor
https://www.loom.com/share/a14e87ffdfd54d0497c8d09defdb0ec4
https://www.loom.com/share/a14e87ffdfd54d0497c8d09defdb0ec4
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84285780911?pwd=bHo4c3FCaU1lMW5FRGU4alVQSklvUT09
mailto:kathleen_mcdade@ddsd40.org
https://asianpacificheritage.gov/
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/meal-service/


WALK AND ROLL TO SCHOOL
May is Walk and Roll to School Month!

A lot of people are not able to walk and roll to school right 
now, but we still want to celebrate and encourage everyone 
to be more active.  That means everyone gets the chance 
to play Activity Bingo! 

If you are in cohort A or B, your teacher will give you a 
bingo card to take home. If you are in cohort C, the bingo 
card will be posted in your Google Classroom, and you can 
either print it out or use Kami to mark it online. 

To get a Bingo, you need to mark five squares in a row. 
Your row can be horizontal (across), vertical (up and 
down), or diagonal (from corner to corner). To mark off a 
square, you need to do the activity in that square! The 
center square (a hedgehog) is a free space and everyone 
can mark it off (or, you could try pretending to be a 
hedgehog!).

Once you have a Bingo, make sure you put your first and 
last name and your teacher’s name on it, and then you can 
either return it to your teacher at school, OR you can take a 
picture of it and email or text it to Mrs. McDade (401-227-
7337). Mrs. McDade will then have a PRIZE (a free face 
mask or reflective emoji keychain) for everyone who turns 
in a bingo card, plus she will do a drawing for a few bigger 
prizes, like bike lights and a backpack. Bingo cards can be 
turned in any time through May 31.

CAFE FAMILIAR: JUNTOS Y 
FUERTES
Los invitamos a nuestra próxima reunión virtual de 
Grupos de Padres, Café Familiar: Juntos y Fuertes.

Tema de Enfoque: Habilidades de Compromiso y Hábitos 

Saludables

Por qué: Queremos crear un espacio seguro para platicar 

con confianza y aprender del uno al otro y de esta manera 

obtener herramientas para que nuestros niños tengan 

éxito.

Cuándo: Miércoles, 19 de Mayo de 6:00 pm - 7:15 pm

Dónde: Para unirse por video, haga clic en este enlace 

85240279373

Para unirse por teléfono, marque: + 1 253 215 8782 y 

después marque el número de reunión: 852 4027 9373

Si tiene más preguntas, comuníquese con Laura Gomez 

(503) 261-8244 o Ana Mujica (503) 261-8375

Sinceramente,

Su equipo de DDSD Café Familiar -- Aidé Valerio-Juárez, 

Amy Boothby, Corrine Williams, Elise Hall

Register your 5-year-old for kindergarten by June!

Need help identifying your school district?             Call 211 or text �MYSCHOOL� to 898211

Centennial School District
    503-760-7990
    https://www.csd28j.org/Page/831

David Douglas School District
    503-252-2900
    https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/parents/registration-enrollment/kindergarten-registration

Gresham-Barlow School District
    503-261-4550
    https://www.gresham.k12.or.us/Page/2241

Parkrose School District
    503-408-2100
    https://www.parkrose.k12.or.us/registration

Portland Public Schools
    503-916-3205
    https://www.pps.net/kinderenroll

Reynolds School District
    503-661-7200
    https://www.reynolds.k12.or.us/district/kindergarten-registration

¡Registre a su hijo/a de 5 aæos para el kindergarten 
antes de junio!

���1�H�F�H�V�L�W�D���D�\�X�G�D���S�D�U�D���L�G�H�Q�W�L�4�F�D�U���V�X���G�L�V�W�U�L�W�R���H�V�F�R�O�D�U�"����������������
Llame al 211 o envíe el mensaje de texto �MIESCUELA� a 898211

Distrito Escolar de Centennial
    503-760-7990
    https://www.csd28j.org/Page/831

Distrito Escolar de David Douglas
    503-252-2900
    https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/parents/registration-enrollment/kindergarten-registration

Distrito Escolar de Gresham-Barlow
    503-261-4550
    https://www.gresham.k12.or.us/Page/2241

Distrito Escolar de Parkrose
    503-408-2100
    https://www.parkrose.k12.or.us/registration

Escuelas Pœblicas de Portland
    503-916-3205
    https://www.pps.net/kinderenroll

Distrito Escolar de Reynolds
    503-661-7200
    https://www.reynolds.k12.or.us/district/kindergarten-registration

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85240279373
mailto:kathleen_mcdade@ddsd40.org


EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
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