
The Voice of the Viking
Ventura Park Elementary

Wednesday, March 17, 2021

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Dear Ventura Park Families,

First, I want to thank those of you who 
completed our survey asking whether you 
intend to remain in Comprehensive 
Distance Learning (CDL), or would prefer 
your student to participate in a hybrid in-
person model. Under our UPDATED HYBRID MODEL, 
students who come in-person will still be divided into two 
cohorts, an A Cohort and a B Cohort. On one day, the A 
Cohort students will come to school in the morning only for 
live instruction from their teacher, take meals home with 
them, and participate in asynchronous online learning in 
the afternoon. Meanwhile, the B Cohort students will 
participate in asynchronous online learning in the morning, 
pick up their meals at a nearby district distribution site, and 
receive live synchronous, online instruction from their 
teacher in the afternoon. The two groups would swap the 
following day and continue alternating from there, with 
Friday being an applied learning day for all just as it has 
been. Students who choose to stay in CDL would receive 
live, online instruction from their teacher for half the day, 
and asynchronous, online learning the other half, four days 
a week, with Friday being an applied learning day. We’re 
calling this group of students Cohort C.

Your child's teacher will be reaching out to you to confirm 
with you your plans, whether your student will come into 
our schools for this new in-person model, or you will 
remain in Comprehensive Distance Learning. 

We know and understand that these pivots over the past 
month or more can be complicated and confusing to both 
staff and families, and we apologize for these changes. We 
also want to recognize that there may be other updates in 
the future due to changes at the state level. For example, if 
the state adjusts some safety precautions, it may allow us 
to switch in-person learning to 4 days a week for all hybrid 
students, rather than 2. But we will keep you updated. Our 
intent is to offer all families a model of instruction that is as 
safe, achievable and effective as possible. We are guided 
above all by the need to wrap arms around our students 
and help them through the rest of this school year with 
care.

Warmly,

Holly Schauer, Principal

UPCOMING DATES
Wednesday, March 17-Friday, March 19

NO SCHOOL

March 22-26
Spring Break

QUICK LINKS

Our school website

Family Resource Binder

Lunch menus and bus stops

PTO Facebook page

Tech Support Resources

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We want to acknowledge that we gather as a community 
on the traditional land of the Clackamas and Cowlitz 
people past and present, and we honor with gratitude the 
land itself and the people who have stewarded it 
throughout the generations. As educators, we recognize 
the special role that we can serve in ensuring an equitable 
education for all of our students.

Land Acknowledgement-What & Why?

PTO NEWS

Ongoing Can and Bottle Drive
If you'd like to collect your cans and bottles for VP, we have 
bags and stickers available! Just email us at 
ventura  park  pto@gmail.com  , and we can coordinate a 
hand-off.

Grow Portland Garden Grants
A big shout-out to Marin and Nathan, who have been 
working hard on applying for grants for our garden!

PTO Leadership
The current PTO President terms are coming to an end, 
and we would love you to be a part of the fun! Please email 
us at venturaparkpto@gmail.com if you are interested in 
being involved in PTO leadership. It's a great way to be 
more connected with the school and staff, and do 
something great for this wonderful community!

http://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/school-during-covid/family-technology-support/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/venturaparkpto
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/
http://www.livebinders.com/b/2687891
mailto:venturaparkpto@gmail.com
mailto:venturapto@gmail.com
mailto:venturapto@gmail.com
mailto:venturapto@gmail.com
https://www.northwestern.edu/native-american-and-indigenous-peoples/about/Land%20Acknowledgement.html#:~:text=A%20Land%20Acknowledgement%20is%20a,Peoples%20and%20their%20traditional%20territories.


FREE MEALS INFO
Free meals will continue through Spring Break. The 
following distribution sites will be closed during Spring 
Break, March 22-26:

Menlo Park Elementary

West Powellhurst Elementary

106th @ NE Wasco

122nd @ SE Lincoln

142nd @ SE Foster

135th @ SE Glenwood

116th @ SE Brookside

141st @ SE Crystal Springs

Free school meals are available for children age 18 and 
under. Breakfast, lunch and dinner are available at Ventura 
Park or at selected bus stops from 12-1. Menus are 
available on the district website.

READING ROCKS!
We have an exciting way to 
get kids more involved in 
reading outside of the school 
day called Reading Rocks! 
Each month we will have a 
different theme and a choice 
board with 9 activities for the 
month. Each activity they do 
earns them a raffle ticket for a 
prize. The choice boards are 
in your child's library topic in 
their Google Classroom. March's theme is Slavic Heritage 
and will include activities such as drop-in story time, 
reading together at home, and even a virtual tea party with 
other students where students can drink tea and learn 
about Slavic culture. Please encourage your child to 
participate, because Reading Rocks!  

PBIS
During the month of March, the 
character trait  highlighted school-
wide is Integrity. Our March 
Assembly and Spirit Day have been 
postponed to April 8.

More information about PBIS is 
available on our website.

BIRTHDAYS

March 15-28 Student Birthdays
Student Name Grade Birth Date Teacher

Jack 1 March 15 Kelly

Rafael K March 16 Inslee

Lily 5 March 17 Riley

Connor 5 March 19 Riley

Alexander K March 20 Betker

Rosaline 5 March 20 Way

Cora 2 March 20 Sherman

Lobsang 2 March 23 Piluso

Vinson 4 March 24 Remler

Vivianna 4 March 24 Dobson

Arthur 1 March 25 Tran

Violet 5 March 26 Riley

Levi 5 March 27 Stapleton

Staff Birthdays
Name Birth Date

Ms. Magda Flores March 1

Ms. Theresa Mansfield March 2

Ms. Darbi Johnson March 4

Ms. Cindy Lansing March 5

Ms. Pam Belgrade March 17

Mr. Fred Dobson March 20

Ms. Shantel Hadley March 21

Ms. Kyla Pyne March 25

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
March is Women’s History Month. David Douglas students 
and staff are recognizing and uplifting historical and 
contemporary women in our community and around the 
world. We seek to expand our current understanding of 
history, widening our lens to an intersectional, global 
perspective.

Each week in March we will be sharing a presentation 
created by the David Douglas School District’s Women’s 
History Month (WTM) team.

This week’s guiding principle is Anti-Patriarchy and 
Capitalism: “In the U.S. and internationally, economic and 
political systems are rooted in patriarchal and capitalist 
ideologies, which work together to inhibit women’s 
liberation.”

March 15-19 Women’s History Month Slide Presentation

https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/2021/03/celebrating-womens-history-month-march-15-19/
https://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/pbis/
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/nutrition-info-menus/
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/


EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
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