
The Voice of the Viking
Ventura Park Elementary

Wednesday, January 6, 2021

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Ventura Park Families--

Happy New Year and Welcome Back! I hope your winter 
break was filled with rest, relaxation, and time with loved 
ones.

As many of you may know, on December 23, Governor 
Brown announced new guidance on the reopening of 
schools in a letter to the directors of the Oregon Health 
Authority and the Oregon Department of Education. In the 
letter, Governor Brown calls on Oregon’s local school 
boards, superintendents, educators, and school employees 
to work together toward the resumption of in-person 
instruction. The Governor’s guidance prioritizes elementary 
education with the hope of transitioning to in-person 
instruction by February 15. 

Please know this does not automatically mean we will be 
returning to in-person instruction on Feb 15. This is a target 
date that will need to take local context into consideration. 
This communication comes with many unanswered 
questions and unknowns, but in an effort to keep you 
updated, below is information related to what we know and 
our next steps.

What We Know

~Beginning January 1, the Health Metrics for Returning to 
In-Person Instruction transitioned from mandatory 
requirements to advisory recommendations. 

~Multnomah County still does not meet the metrics for 
students to return to in-person instruction.

~DDSD will remain in CDL at least until January 29.

~DDSD will continue to ask employees to work from home 
to the greatest extent possible.

Next Steps:

~Review the Governor's new guidance.

~Review the new Ready Schools Safe Learners document 
to be released mid-January.

~Discuss, at the upcoming Board Meeting, the timeline for 
returning to school and/or extending CDL along with a 
possibility of conducting limited athletics/activities.

~Create "Ready Schools Safe Learners" committees, 
including union leadership, other staff, and partners, 
starting at the elementary level.

~Send surveys to staff and families regarding returning to 
in-person learning.

Our decision-making process will continue to be guided by 
equity, the safety and wellness of our students, staff, and 
community, the cultivation of connections and relationships, 
and innovation. We know there will be many questions 
during the coming weeks and months. We will continue to 
monitor guidance from the State, OHA, and our county 
health department and keep you informed of any new 
information. Please watch for updated information via 
email, and please stay vigilant in wearing face coverings, 
washing hands, and practicing physical distancing in order 
to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus.

Thank you for your continued focus and dedication to 
educate, support, and care for our students!

Have a great week!

Holly Schauer

UPCOMING DATES
Monday, January 4-January 28

Comprehensive Distance Learning continues

Wednesday, January 6
PTO Meeting, 6:00 p.m. on Zoom

Monday, January 18
Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday – NO SCHOOL

Friday, January 29
 Teacher Work Day – NO SCHOOL

QUICK LINKS

Our school website

Family Resource Binder

Lunch menus and bus stops

PTO Facebook page

Tech Support Resources

https://www.facebook.com/groups/venturaparkpto
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/
http://www.livebinders.com/b/2687891
http://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/school-during-covid/family-technology-support/


LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We want to acknowledge that we gather as a community 
on the traditional land of the Clackamas and Cowlitz 
people past and present, and we honor with gratitude the 
land itself and the people who have stewarded it 
throughout the generations. As educators, we recognize 
the special role that we can serve in ensuring an equitable 
education for all of our students.
Land Acknowledgement-What & Why?

PBIS
During the month of January, the 
character trait  highlighted school-
wide is Responsibility. For our 
Spirit Day, Thursday, January 28 
will be SUPERHERO DAY. 

More information about PBIS is 
available on our website.

Attendance: Fridays ARE School 
Days
Our attendance rates at VP are lowest on Fridays. 
Although there is less live teaching time on those days, 
Fridays ARE school days that count for assignments and 
attendance!  All classes have live Community Circle first 
thing in the morning and then have time to work on 
asynchronous assignments and choice boards for specials. 
These school days are as important as any others, so 
thank you for prioritizing them!

MATERIALS PICKUP NEXT WEEK!
Next Wednesday and Thursday, Jan. 13 & 14, we will be 
inviting ALL families to pick up materials for students.  
Every student will have materials for pick up. Materials will 
vary by grade level but may include Fuel Ed missing 
materials, supplies, and/or technology (grades K, 1, 2 
only). More details will be emailed to you by the end of this 
week.  Stay tuned!

NAME CHANGE
We’d like to congratulate our fabulous Speech 
Pathologist, formerly known as Mrs. Chin, on 
earning her Doctor of Clinical Science in 
Speech Pathology degree! She has decided to 
change her professional name as well, and will 
now be known as Dr. Dodge. Great work, Dr. Dodge! We 
are proud of you.

IMMUNIZATIONS
There has been no change to the Oregon immunization 
law regarding school immunization requirements, or to the 
deadline of exclusion day on February 17. 2021. You may 
have received a letter from the Department of School 
Health Services recently informing you of missing 
immunizations. If so, please bring any updated 
immunization information to school ASAP. You may also 
mail or fax those records. Please call the school office if 
you have any questions.

GROW PORTLAND GARDEN
Hello Ventura Park families, 

It’s Julia Yost here, your Garden Educator from Grow 
Portland! Although we can’t see students in our lovely 
school garden right now, we’re still busy at work caring for 
the space, creating online activities, filming lesson videos 
for students, and leading virtual garden field trips with 
classroom teachers.

Check out this Ventura Park Garden Update Video on our 
Youtube channel to see how the garden is looking right 
now!

Out in the garden, we’ve been at work putting it to bed for 
the winter. That means garden beds have been planted 
with cover crops or covered with mulch in order to protect 
the soil from rain and weeds in the winter. When we’re not 
working outside, we’ve been inside creating fun, virtual 
garden lessons for your kids. Our online lessons this month 
are all about water! Students will be learning about the 
water cycle, why it’s important for the garden, and ways to 
conserve water at home. You can find these activities 
through your child’s seesaw classroom or on our Grow 
Portland YouTube Channel.

If you’re looking for additional outdoor or 
garden activities to do with your child at 
home, check out our website for 
activities! 
https://www.growportland.org/lessons-
educational-resources

Thanks for supporting garden learning at your school.  Let 
me know if you’d like more information or want to get 
involved.

Take care!

Julia Yost

jyost@growportland.org 

https://www.growportland.org/

https://www.northwestern.edu/native-american-and-indigenous-peoples/about/Land%20Acknowledgement.html#:~:text=A%20Land%20Acknowledgement%20is%20a,Peoples%20and%20their%20traditional%20territories.
https://www.growportland.org/
mailto:jyost@growportland.org
https://www.growportland.org/lessons-educational-resources
https://www.growportland.org/lessons-educational-resources
https://youtu.be/qcPb8z9WNSY
https://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/pbis/


TECHNOLOGY HELP HOURS
Mrs. McDade, our technology specialist, is 
currently on assignment as a student teacher 
in first grade! However, she will be offering 
technology help hours on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 4-5 

p.m. on Google Meet (meet.google.com/lookup/mcdade) 
for any students or families who need help or have 
questions about technology. You can also reach her by 
phone at (401) 227-7337, but please plan to leave a 
message and she will call you back.

LIBRARY CHECK-OUT
Our school’s library pick up day 
is Fridays between 12PM-2PM 
at the front door of the school. 
Book requests must be placed 
before Friday in order to give 
Ms. Aist time to pull the books 
and check out the books to 
students. 

Students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
grade may each check out 2 
books. Students in 1st and 2nd 
grade may each check out 1 book. Kindergarten will start 
checkout in January! 

If you have any questions please feel free to email Ms. Aist 
at hanna_aist@ddsd40.org.

• Library Book Request Form  

• Online Library Catalog  

• Instructions for how to log into library account and   
put a book on hold

FREE MEALS INFO
Free school meals for children age 18 and under have 
resumed! Breakfast, lunch and dinner are available at 
Ventura Park or at selected bus stops from 12-1. Menus 
are available on the district website.

PTO NEWS
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, January 6 at 6:00 
p.m. on Zoom.

BIRTHDAYS

January 3-9 Student Birthdays
Student Name Grade Birth Date Teacher

Maya 5 January 3 Riley

Raven 2 January 6 Sherman

Abdiel 4 January 6 Remler

Alexei 1 January 8 Flores

Kinley 3 January 9 Jensen

Firanbon K January 9 Terry

Staff Birthdays
Ms. Barbette Falk January 3

Mrs. Schauer January 3

Mr. Remler January 18

Ms. Tiegs January 19

Ms. Sophie Hilton January 23

Ms. Jodie Dowell January 24

Mr. Kleiner January 29

https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/nutrition-info-menus/
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/
http://meet.google.com/lookup/mcdade
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84285780911?pwd=bHo4c3FCaU1lMW5FRGU4alVQSklvUT09
https://www.loom.com/share/a14e87ffdfd54d0497c8d09defdb0ec4
https://www.loom.com/share/a14e87ffdfd54d0497c8d09defdb0ec4
https://ddlibrary.ddouglas.k12.or.us/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfe_ad030UCCr0K94cKkG8kiyQ2TNgtnKh9v5EBAs6NSroLPg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:hanna_aist@ddsd40.org


EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
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