
The Voice of the Viking
Ventura Park Elementary

Wednesday, January 20, 2021

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Ventura Park Families--

Celebrated every year on the third Monday in January, Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.'s life and legacy stands just as 
impactful now as it was half a century ago. Dr. King's 
memory is celebrated not only every year, but also every 
day in the lives of those whose situations were made better 
because of him. Though commemoration dates are 
important times for us to take pause, think purposefully, 
and appreciate, at Ventura Park we strive not to limit our 
social justice education to just one day in January or one 
month in February.  As stated on our website's homepage, 
we are committed to ensuring that Ventura Park is not 
complicit in perpetuating systemic racism. In solidarity with 
our community members, Ventura Park staff will continue 
to promote justice by listening, learning, growing and 
improving our educational practices to create an 
environment in which every child knows they have the 
same opportunity to flourish unhindered by prejudice or 
bias. As we reflect on a tumultuous year here in the U.S. 
and around the globe, it is the perfect 
time to think about how we can honor Dr. 
King’s legacy not only on his dedicated 
day of service but all year long. 

With gratitude,

Holly Schauer, Principal

ATTENDANCE CORNER 
January is all about setting goals for ourselves. A little 
known fact, if we start with small goals, the bigger ones are 
easier to achieve. So start here. We only have 8 more days 
of the 1st semester left. 8 more days of January until we 
start fresh in a new semester. Once you attend all 8 days, 
the next month doesn't seem so far out of reach. There are 
only 19 days of class in the month of February! See how 
easy that is? Start small, work your way up, and take each 
week, each month, one step at a time. Your teachers are 
here for you every step, and small goal, along the way. 
"Attend today. Achieve Tomorrow." 

UPCOMING DATES
Thursday, January 28

Superhero Day and Virtual Awards Assembly

Friday, January 29
Teacher Work Day – NO SCHOOL

Wednesday, February 3
PTO Meeting, 6:00 p.m. on Zoom

QUICK LINKS

Our school website

Family Resource Binder

Lunch menus and bus stops

PTO Facebook page

Tech Support Resources

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We want to acknowledge that we gather as a community 
on the traditional land of the Clackamas and Cowlitz 
people past and present, and we honor with gratitude the 
land itself and the people who have stewarded it 
throughout the generations. As educators, we recognize 
the special role that we can serve in ensuring an equitable 
education for all of our students.
Land Acknowledgement-What & Why?

TECHNOLOGY HELP HOURS
Mrs. McDade, our technology specialist, is 
currently on assignment as a student teacher 
in first grade! However, she will be offering 
technology help hours on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 4-5 

p.m. on Google Meet (meet.google.com/lookup/mcdade) 
for any students or families who need help or have 
questions about technology. You can also reach her by 
phone at (401) 227-7337, but please plan to leave a 
message and she will call you back.

PTO NEWS
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, February 3 at 
6:00 p.m. on Zoom.

http://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/school-during-covid/family-technology-support/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/venturaparkpto
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/
http://www.livebinders.com/b/2687891
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84285780911?pwd=bHo4c3FCaU1lMW5FRGU4alVQSklvUT09
http://meet.google.com/lookup/mcdade
https://www.northwestern.edu/native-american-and-indigenous-peoples/about/Land%20Acknowledgement.html#:~:text=A%20Land%20Acknowledgement%20is%20a,Peoples%20and%20their%20traditional%20territories.


PBIS
During the month of January, the 
character trait  highlighted school-
wide is Responsibility. For our Spirit 
Day, Thursday, January 28 will be 
SUPERHERO DAY. 

More information about PBIS is 
available on our website.

LIBRARY CHECK-OUT
Our school’s library pick up day 
is Fridays between 12PM-2PM 
at the front door of the school. 
Book requests must be placed 
before Friday in order to give 
Ms. Aist time to pull the books 
and check out the books to 
students. 

Students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
grade may each check out 2 
books. Students in 1st and 2nd 
grade may each check out 1 book. Kindergarten will start 
checkout in January! 

If you have any questions please feel free to email Ms. Aist 
at hanna_aist@ddsd40.org.

• Library Book Request Form  

• Online Library Catalog  

• Instructions for how to log into library account and   
put a book on hold

FREE MEALS INFO
Free school meals for children age 18 and under have 
resumed! Breakfast, lunch and dinner are available at 
Ventura Park or at selected bus stops from 12-1. Menus 
are available on the district website.

IMMUNIZATIONS
There has been no change to the Oregon immunization 
law regarding school immunization requirements, or to the 
deadline of exclusion day on February 17. 2021. You may 
have received a letter from the Department of School 
Health Services recently informing you of missing 
immunizations. If so, please bring any updated 
immunization information to school ASAP. You may also 
mail or fax those records. Please call the school office if 
you have any questions.

DENTAL SCREENINGS/SEALANTS
Multnomah County’s School 
and Community Oral Health 
Program is offering free 
sealants and dental 
screenings at a satellite 
location near you. A dental 
screening is a quick look 
inside your child’s mouth to 
check the overall health of 
their teeth, and sealants will 
be placed if needed. This service is available for students 
in 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 7th, and 8th grades.

Questions? Please call us at 503-988-3905.

To use this FREE service please fill out the electronic 
permission slip at this link:

https://forms.gle/WBUTM9brbacGVAhj6

BIRTHDAYS

January 17-23 Student Birthdays
Student Name Grade Birth Date Teacher

Darvin 5 January 17 Way

Nico K January 17 Terry

Jaydon 3 January 18 Jensen

Nhu K January 19 Inslee

Samera 3 January 20 Jensen

Amina 5 January 20 Stapleton

Ken 2 January 22 Piluso

Mikey 5 January 23 Larrabee

Staff Birthdays
Ms. Barbette Falk January 3

Mrs. Schauer January 3

Mr. Remler January 18

Ms. Tiegs January 19

Ms. Sophie Hilton January 23

Ms. Jodie Dowell January 24

Mr. Kleiner January 29

https://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/pbis/
https://forms.gle/WBUTM9brbacGVAhj6
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/nutrition-info-menus/
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/
https://www.loom.com/share/a14e87ffdfd54d0497c8d09defdb0ec4
https://www.loom.com/share/a14e87ffdfd54d0497c8d09defdb0ec4
https://ddlibrary.ddouglas.k12.or.us/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfe_ad030UCCr0K94cKkG8kiyQ2TNgtnKh9v5EBAs6NSroLPg/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:hanna_aist@ddsd40.org
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