
The Voice of the Viking
Ventura Park Elementary

Wednesday, October 28, 2020

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
Dear Ventura Park Families--

Thank you so much for working with us to get the many 
Fuel Ed materials boxes into your homes last week! I am 
so grateful that we are able to provide these for students. If 
your boxes were missing any materials, we will be 
contacting you when those materials arrive. These are for 
the entire school year – teachers will be giving directions to 
students and families about which materials to access and 
when. Let them know if you have any questions!

Parent-Teacher conferences are coming up next month on 
November 23 and 24. These will obviously look a bit 
different in our CDL format; your child's teacher will be 
contacting you about scheduling during the coming weeks.

I hope you are enjoying the brisk fall weather!  Remember 
that Daylight Savings Time happens this Sunday – we will 
gain an hour and some morning daylight time!

Have a wonderful week!

Holly Schauer

ATTENDANCE CORNER
Last week's attendance percentage for all VP students was 
89.0%. Our attendance rate is important because students 
are more likely to succeed in academics when they attend 
school consistently. In DDSD, our attendance target is 90% 
or above. Research shows that missing 10 percent of the 
school negatively affects a student’s academic 
performance. That’s just two days a month! We are close 
to our target but are sliding down just a touch – let's bring it 
back up! 

FUEL ED PARENT ORIENTATION
If you missed the parent orientation sessions on Zoom, you 
can still view a video of the presentation from October 16. It 
is in English only, although interpretation was available 
during the live session. You can also view the slides from 
that session on our website.

UPCOMING DATES
Wednesday, November 4

4:00pm-8:00pm Chipotle fundraiser

Saturday, November 7
10:00am PTO meeting (on Zoom)

Wednesday, November 11
NO SCHOOL – Veterans’ Day

Monday, November 23
Parent Teacher Conferences – 4:00pm-8:00pm

Tuesday, November 24
NO SCHOOL – Conferences 8:00am-8:00pm

Wednesday, November 25-Friday, November 27

NO SCHOOL – Conferences and Thanksgiving

QUICK LINKS
 Our school website  

 Family Resource Binder  

 Lunch menus and bus stops  

 PTO Facebook page  

 Tech Support Resources  

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
At the most recent Ventura Park Equity Team meeting, we 
discussed the practice of using a land acknowledgement 
statement.

A land acknowledgement is a formal statement presented 
at the beginning of public events and gatherings that 
recognizes and honors Indigenous Peoples as traditional 
stewards of the land. Here is a link with more information if 
you are interested.
Land Acknowledgement-What & Why?

Below is the statement we will use for Ventura Park:

We want to acknowledge that we gather as a community 
on the traditional land of the Clackamas and Cowlitz 
people past and present, and we honor with gratitude the 
land itself and the people who have stewarded it 
throughout the generations. As educators, we recognize 
the special role that we can serve in ensuring an equitable 
education for all of our students.

We will be putting this on our website and will also be 
reading it at the opening of meetings/events involving 
families and community members.

http://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/school-during-covid/family-technology-support/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/venturaparkpto
https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/
http://www.livebinders.com/b/2687891
http://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2020/10/David-Douglas-K12-Parent-Online-OLS-Overview-Session-2020.10.9-1.pdf
http://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2020/10/David-Douglas-K12-Parent-Online-OLS-Overview-Session-2020.10.9-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHKrfSfaAHg&authuser=1
https://www.northwestern.edu/native-american-and-indigenous-peoples/about/Land%20Acknowledgement.html#:~:text=A%20Land%20Acknowledgement%20is%20a,Peoples%20and%20their%20traditional%20territories.


PBIS
Positive Behavioral Interventions & Supports

During the month of October 
the character trait highlighted 
school-wide is Growth 
Mindset. During distance 
learning, we are all 
(students, staff and parents) 
trying new things and 
growing our brains!

Also this week: Ventura 
Park is bringing back Viking 
Vouchers! Teachers will be awarding Viking Vouchers to 
recognize students who are following schoolwide and 
classroom expectations. Instead of physically giving them 
to students, teachers will put the student's name on the 
voucher and add it to a class bucket. Each Friday, teachers 
will draw out one student per class to receive a prize. 
Students will have a choice of: 

1. A 2 minute spotlight during the following week. The 
student could bring a show and tell item, tell a joke, tell a 
story, share some music they made, share a drawing or art 
project they did, introduce a family member, etc.

2. A hand-written postcard from Mrs. Schauer to be mailed 
to their home.

ASSESSMENT CORNER
Each year teachers gather information on what students 
know in reading and math and what they need to learn to 
help them plan instruction. This year is no different, except 
that the information will need to be gathered while students 
are at home. We are kicking off the assessments with 2nd 
through 5th graders. Kindergarten and first grade will 
happen later in the year.

Teachers will explain to their students how to take the 
assessments online. What you can do is make sure your 
child has a quiet place to take the assessments free from 
distractions. Please don't help them answer the questions 
because we want this to be a true indicator of what they 
still need to learn. Reach out to your child's teacher with 
any questions.

BIRTHDAYS

October 24-31 Student Birthdays
Student Name Grade Birth Date Teacher

Synoda 3 October 25 Scofield

Nafrome 1 October 26 East

FREE MEALS INFO
All children ages 18 and under are currently eligible for 
free meals through David Douglas School District. Grab 
and Go breakfast and lunch are available Monday-Friday 
from 11:50-12:50 at Ventura Park Elementary and at some 
bus stop locations, including: 

106th @ NE Wasco

108th @ NE Everett

122nd @ NE Holladay (west side of 122nd)

128th @ NE Multnomah

District Office, 11300 NE Halsey

108th @ SE Burnside (Baptist Church)

126th @ SE Stark (Parking lot on SW corner)

Lunch and Breakfast menus are published each 
month.

**Beginning November 2, DINNER will also be included!**

CULTURAL CELEBRATIONS
October is almost over, but we wanted to recognize that 
this was Filipino-American History Month! The U.S. 
Congress first recognized this celebration in 2009. Filipino-
Americans are the second-largest Asian-American group in 
the United States. You can find out more about this 
celebration from the Filipino-American National Historical 
Society.

From Mrs. McDade: “My grandmother was a Filipina! She 
came to the United States as a refugee during World War 
II. One thing I remember is eating Filipino food at family 
celebrations – adobo, pancit, lumpia, and ube ice cream. 
Yum! Sometimes I make pancit and lumpia for my family.” 

November is national Native American Heritage Month. 
This celebration began in 1990. Find out more about it at 
PBS.org.

Does your family have Native American heritage? Would 
you like to share a little bit about that in this newsletter? If 
you would like to share a picture or written item about 
something in your culture that is important to you, please 
contact Mrs. McDade at kathleen_mcdade@ddsd40.org.

https://www.ddouglas.k12.or.us/departments/nutrition-services/nutrition-info-menus/
https://www.pbs.org/specials/native-american-heritage-month/
http://fanhs-national.org/filam/about/
http://fanhs-national.org/filam/about/
mailto:kathleen_mcdade@ddsd40.org


PTO NEWS
• We are hosting a 

Chipotle fundraiser 
next month! On 
Wednesday, 
November 4th, 
from 4-8pm, get 
Chipotle from the 
Cascade Station 
store and the PTO 
will receive a 
percentage of 
sales. You MUST 
tell them that you are purchasing to benefit the 
Ventura Park PTO. We’ve got flyers in the 
Facebook Group 
(https://www.facebook.com/events/3889614451065
365/), and we’ll send them out via email as we get 
closer to the event.

• Because of this fundraiser, our November PTO 

meeting will take place on Saturday, November 7th 
at 10am (please note that this is a very different 
time/day than our usual meetings). Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84285780911?
pwd=bHo4c3FCaU1lMW5FRGU4alVQSklvUT09

• We still have Papa Murphy’s cards! They are $15 

each, and we have sold 10 of them, making $150 
for the PTO! Email venturaparkpto@gmail.com to 
purchase.

• Reusable Mask Drive! We are hosting an ongoing 

reusable mask drive! If you'd like to make or 
provide masks or if you need them, please let us 
know! Flyer attached here. 
PTO_mask_drive_2020_final-01.jpg 

• Homeroom Helper/Neighborhood Ambassador! We 

are looking for caregivers to help us out with some 
classroom and neighborhood connection! This is a 
continuation of the email sent earlier this week. 
Flyer attached! PTO_Parent_Ambassador_flyer2-
01.jpg 

• Facebook Group! If you are on Facebook, our 

group is a great way to get and stay connected to 
the school community. Link here: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/venturaparkpto

• We are always available via email for any 

questions you have, or if you'd like to take part in 
any of the items we've listed above: 
venturaparkpto@gmail.com

ORGANIZATION IDEA
Here’s how one parent organized her child’s FuelEd 
materials (photo by Donna Yarbrough).

TECHNOLOGY TIPS
Screen time! That’s one thing kids are having plenty of right 
now, because that’s where school is happening. Parents 
often ask about ways to keep kids safe on the internet. In 
David Douglas School District, we teach digital citizenship 
lessons for elementary students every year, based on 
lessons from Common Sense Media. These lessons help 
students learn how to be safe, respectful and responsible 
on the internet.

Common Sense Media is also a great resource for parents. 
For instance, here’s a useful article with tips for managing 
screen time when school is online.

Our district-owned chromebooks don’t have adjustable 
parental controls (one of the things the article suggests). 
However, we do use a service called iBoss for web filtering 
so that we can keep our students safe.

http://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2020/09/PTO_mask_drive_2020_final-01.jpg
mailto:venturaparkpto@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/venturaparkpto
http://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2020/09/PTO_Parent_Ambassedor_flyer2-01.jpg
http://vp.ddouglas.k12.or.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/11/2020/09/PTO_Parent_Ambassedor_flyer2-01.jpg
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/tips-and-scripts-for-managing-screen-time-when-school-is-online-0
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/tips-and-scripts-for-managing-screen-time-when-school-is-online-0
mailto:venturaparkpto@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84285780911?pwd=bHo4c3FCaU1lMW5FRGU4alVQSklvUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84285780911?pwd=bHo4c3FCaU1lMW5FRGU4alVQSklvUT09
https://www.facebook.com/events/3889614451065365/
https://www.facebook.com/events/3889614451065365/


EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
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